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n

A
frican Inform

ation S
ociety Initiative (A

IS
I)

n
N

ational Inform
ation and C

om
m

unications
Infrastructure (N

IC
I);

n
U

N
E

S
C

O
 - R

egional Inform
ation Inform

ation N
etw

ork
(R

IN
A

F
);

n
D

igital O
pportunity T

ask F
orce (D

O
T

 F
O

R
C

E
);

n
ID

R
C

 - A
C

A
C

IA
 initiative;

n
T

he A
frican V

irtual U
niversity (A

V
U

).
n

IC
T

P
 IC

T
 IN

IT
IA

T
IV

E
n

E
C

O
S

O
C

 U
N

 IC
T

 IN
IT

IA
T
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ation Society
Initiative (AISI)
n

F
o

rm
atio

n
:

–
In M

ay 1995, the 21
st m

eeting of the E
C

A
 C

onference
of M

inisters com
prising of 53 M

inisters for social and
E

conom
ic D

evelopm
ent and P

lanning adopted
R

esolution 795(xxx), “B
uilding A

frica’s Inform
ation

H
ighw

ay”.
–

E
C

A
 then appointed a H

igh-level com
m

ittee to draft
an action fram

ew
ork to utilitise IC

T
s to accelerate the

socio-econom
ic developm

ent in A
frica.

–
T

he  outcom
e of this group’s w

ork is the docum
ent

entitled “A
frican Inform

ation S
ociety Initiative”(A

IS
I)

w
hich w

as adopted by all A
frican P

lanning M
inisters

at the subsequent m
eeting in M

ay, 1996.
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AISI Action Fram

ew
ork can be

sum
m

arized thus:
n

T
he form

ulation and developm
ent of a N

ational Inform
ation

and C
om

m
unication (N

IC
I) plan in every A

frican country;

n
C

ooperation am
ong A

frican countries to share the success
of accum

ulated im
plem

entation experiences;

n
S

upport and partnership w
ith the friends of A

frica including
bilateral and m

ultilateral developm
ent agencies, regional

econom
ic organizations and the private sector.

n
A

IS
I is expected to enable A

frican leaders, decision m
akers

and planners to position A
frica in the w

orld’s rapidly
expanding global econom

ic system
.
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National Inform
ation and

Com
m

unications Infrastructure (NICI)
n

A
IS

I adopted N
IC

I policies and plans to em
phasis the

im
portance of com

m
unication in the IC

T
 developm

ent
plans of the A

frican countries and other IC
T

 initiatives
already going on in A

frica;
n

T
he D

evelopm
ent of N

IC
 policies and plans is being

sponsored by A
frican G

overnm
ent, E

C
A

, the C
arnegie

C
orporation of N

ew
 Y

ork and International D
evelopm

ent
R

esearch C
entre (ID

R
C

) C
anada.

n
O

ther P
artners are U

N
E

S
C

O
, A

cacia, U
N

D
P

,  U
S

A
ID

and W
orld B

ank.
n

C
ountries like G

hana, M
orocco, R

w
anda, S

enegal,
N

igeria, S
outh A

frica and T
unisia have m

ade
conspicuous IC

T
 developm

ents based on N
IC

I plans and
policies.
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Africa
n

T
here are 23 countries involved in N

IC
I activities and the N

IC
I

developm
ent processes is sum

m
arized thus:

–
N

eed A
ssessm

ent;

–
S

ensitisation and high level policy w
orkshop;

–
P

reparation of N
IC

I P
lans w

hich involves:
v

Identification and selection of program
m

es, projects and initiatives;

v
D

evelopm
ent of program

m
e profile for each of the identified

program
m

es, projects and initiatives;

–
V

alidation w
orkshop (including m

ore sensitisation);

–
P

reparation of policy;

–
R

esource m
obilization;

–
R

esource D
eploym

ent

–
N

IC
I P

rogram
m

e im
plem

entation and m
onitoring;

–
N

IC
I program

m
e evaluation.
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atics Netw
ork for
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n

R
IN

A
F

 originated in 1992 as a fram
ew

ork for U
N

E
S

C
O

’s support to
A

frica to co-operate and operate academ
ic and public sector

com
puter netw

orking.

n
R

IN
A

F
 is supporting and prom

oting telem
atics in the sector of public

concern, education, research, libraries, m
edia, and culture.

n
M

ore than 43 A
frican m

em
ber states are currently participating in

R
IN

A
F

 activities w
hich include:

–
P

ilot P
roject on a telem

atics consortium
 for the public services

sector (G
hana);

–
T

raining courses based on national and sub-regional centres of
excellence;

–
Learning N

etw
orks for A

frican T
eachers;

–
M

ultipurpose C
om

m
unity T

elecentres (B
enin, M

ali, M
ozam

bique,
T

anzania, U
ganda)

–
A

frican T
O

P
50 W

eb site, prom
oting A

frican Internet content.
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n

S
om

e of the P
roposed P

rojects ideas by the R
IN

A
F

A
frican C

om
m

ittee:
–

C
o-operative developm

ent of W
eb C

ontent w
ith

S
upport for sites in A

frican Languages;
–

C
om

puter m
aintenance and recycling centres in the

public sector (including training in this area);
–

A
utom

atic translation of scientific and technical
inform

ation;
–

T
echniques to facilitate access to A

frican Internet
contents (m

irror sites, m
ore effective routing, etc);

–
S

upport establishm
ent of an A

frican Internet
Inform

ation C
entre A

friN
IC

 in collaboration w
ith other

concerned international efforts.
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The Digital O
pportunity Task

Force (DO
T FO

RCE)
n

T
he D

O
T

 F
orce w

as created by the G
8 H

eads of S
tate at their K

yushv
O

kinaw
a S

um
m

it in July 2000;

n
T

his initiative brought together 42 team
s from

 govts, the private
sector, non-profit organisations in a cooperative effort to identify w

ays
in w

hich the digital revolution can benefit poor A
frica countries;

n
S

om
e of the action plans of the D

O
T

 F
orce include:

–
H

elping to establish and S
upport D

eveloping C
ountries and em

erging
econom

ies in their N
ational e-strategies;

–
Im

proving C
onnectivity, A

ccess and Low
er C

osts;

–
E

nhance H
um

an C
apacity D

evelopm
ent, know

ledge C
reation and

S
haring;

–
F

oster E
nterprise and E

ntrepreneurship for S
ustainable E

conom
ic

D
evelopm

ent;

–
P

rom
ote IC

T
 for healthcare and support against H

IV
/A

ID
S

 and other
infectious and com

m
unicable diseases.
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ACACIA Initiative
n

A
cacia Initiative is an international effort to em

pow
er sub-

saharan A
frican com

m
unities w

ith the ability to apply IC
T

s to
their social and econom

ic developm
ent;

n
M

ajor O
bjectives

–
T

o dem
onstrate how

 IC
T

s can enable com
m

unities to solve their
developm

ent problem
s;

–
T

o build a know
ledge base capable of identifying the policies,

technologies, approaches  and m
ethodologies instrum

ental in prom
oting

the affordable and effective use of IC
T

s by m
arginalized com

m
unities;

n
A

cacia identifies technologies, w
hich are financially sustainable at

com
m

unity level and efficient in responding to needs.
n

A
cacia’s integrated national strategies, and the design of its sub-

regional and regional program
m

es are governed by the fact that
com

m
unity level sustainability depends on factors such large

policy environm
ent, the hum

an talent available and infrastructure.
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(AVU)
n

A
V

U
 is an interactive – instructional telecom

m
unications

netw
ork established to give the countries of the sub-

saharan A
frica direct access to som

e of the highest
quality academ

ic faculty and learning resources
throughout the w

orld over.

n
A

V
U

 is a $1.2m
 project using satellite technology to

deliver distant education w
ith telephone callback for voice

intervention from
 students

n
P

resently, universities in K
enya, G

hana,
T

anzania,U
ganda,and Z

im
babw

e are already connected
w

ith som
e F

rench speaking countries follow
ing

subsequently.
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 O

N
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E
T

U
R

N
 T

O
 H

O
M

E
 C

O
U

N
T

R
Y

n
E

S
T

A
B

LIS
H

 S
M

A
LL A

R
E

A
 C

O
M

P
U

T
E

R
N

E
T

W
O

R
K

S
 A

N
D

 T
H

E
IR

 C
O

N
N

E
C

T
IO

N
 T

O
T

H
E

 IN
T

E
R

N
E

T
-D

IR
E

C
T

LY
 O

R
 T

H
R

O
U

G
H

N
A

T
IO

N
A

L N
E

T
W

O
R

K
S

n
P

R
IO

R
IT

IE
S

 E
N

V
IS

A
G

E
D

 A
R

E

–
capacity building for technical personnel

–
training of users in the academ

ic or scientific institution
involved.
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G
SM

 IN AFRICA
n

T
he R

ecent “G
S

M
 in A

frica” conference in Johannesburg
noted that the m

obile phone sector has recorded a grow
th

rate of 100%
;

n
T

his is double the already rapid increase w
orldw

ide;
n

A
frica currently has a total of 5.4 m

illion m
obiles in

operation w
ith m

ore than 70%
 of this going to S

outh A
frica;

n
11 m

illion S
outh A

fricans are expected to have m
obile

phones w
ithin the next 3 years;

n
O

thers A
frican countries are not left behind in this trend

–
N

igeria w
ith less than 6 m

onths after the take-off of the
G

S
M

 has recorded m
ore than 350,000 m

obile
subscribers alm

ost nearing the 450,000 figure for
operational fixed lines.
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G
SM

 contd
n

B
ut this has not been the case in countries like Z

im
babw

e
w

here only national operators are allow
ed to drive the

sector;
n

C
ountries should open up to international telecom

s
com

panies.
n

M
ost A

frican politicians are aw
are that m

odern
telecom

m
unications are the precondition for international

com
panies investing in their countries.

n
T

he G
S

M
 trend has show

n that once com
petition and

technical advances have forced the cost of handset and
usage dow

n sufficiently, the fixed line operators m
ay end

up loosing m
ost of their end-users custom

er services to
the m

obile operators.
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IC
T

 h
as b

een
 extrem

ely b
en

eficial to
 th

o
se n

atio
n

s th
at h

ave u
sed

 it
w

ith
 d

eterm
in

atio
n

  an
d

 en
th

u
siasm

e.g
. M

alaysia, S
in

g
ap

o
re, In

d
ia, C

o
sta R

ica, an
d

 B
razil

T
h

e p
o

sitive im
p

acts d
em

o
n

strated
 b

y IT
 in

 th
ese co

u
n

tries.
–

Increased w
ealth through export of softw

are, H
ardw

are and IT
expertise.

–
P

rovide rural com
m

unities w
ith convenient online access to full

range of G
overnm

ent services
–

C
om

puterized V
oting S

ystem
s has rem

oved the possibility of fraud
in elections bring about political and econom

ic stability.
–

P
rom

otes transparency in public sector adm
inistration

–
Im

proves the delivery of health care services through the
application of tele-m

edicine.
–

IT
 is a good V

ehicle for em
ploym

ent generation.
–

IT
 carves out m

arket niches for isolated com
m

unities.
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