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Nigeria is a nation of about
Nigeria is a nation of about
120m

illion people;
120m

illion people;

There are 36 states and 774
There are 36 states and 774
local governm

ent areas
local governm

ent areas. .
O

nly 15%
 of people over the

O
nly 15%

 of people over the
age of 15 can read and w

rite
age of 15 can read and w

rite
(English)
(English) -  - 67%

 m
ale and 47%

67%
 m

ale and 47%
fem

ale. (1995 estim
ation)

fem
ale. (1995 estim

ation); ;

54%
 of labour force w

orks in
54%

 of labour force w
orks in

agriculture, 40%
 in services

agriculture, 40%
 in services

and 6%
 in industry

and 6%
 in industry. .
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Telephone Lines
Telephone Lines

Fixed Lines: 750, 000 w
ith only about 450,000 lines operational.

Fixed Lines: 750, 000 w
ith only about 450,000 lines operational.

M
obile Lines: Less than 30,000 subscribers before the introduction

M
obile Lines: Less than 30,000 subscribers before the introduction

of G
SM

 in Aug. 2001. Presently there are about 350,000 m
obile

of G
SM

 in Aug. 2001. Presently there are about 350,000 m
obile

subscribers in the country.
subscribers in the country.

Plans are on-line for a 2
Plans are on-line for a 2

nd nd National O
perator.

 National O
perator.

G
uidelines and Processes have started

G
uidelines and Processes have started

NITEL, the incum
bent National Telecom

s O
perator

NITEL, the incum
bent National Telecom

s O
perator

has been privatized w
ith governm

ent relinquishing
has been privatized w

ith governm
ent relinquishing

51%
 of its holdings to the New

 Private Partner;
51%

 of its holdings to the New
 Private Partner;

Installation of an optical fibre netw
ork along the

Installation of an optical fibre netw
ork along the

national pow
er grid w

ill soon take off;
national pow

er grid w
ill soon take off;

Large num
ber of VSAT operations for Internet

Large num
ber of VSAT operations for Internet

Services by both the public and the private sector
Services by both the public and the private sector. .
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e b
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T

 D
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en
t in

 N
ig

eria.
IC

T
 D

evelo
p

m
en

t in
 N

ig
eria.

Launched the National telecom
m

unications Policy in Sept.
Launched the National telecom

m
unications Policy in Sept.

2000.
2000.
Developed a Com

prehensive Science and Technology
Developed a Com

prehensive Science and Technology
Policy (2001).
Policy (2001).
Declaration of Biotechnology and ICT as National Priority
Declaration of Biotechnology and ICT as National Priority
Projects (2001);
Projects (2001);
National Policy on Biotechnology developed and Launched
National Policy on Biotechnology developed and Launched
(2001);
(2001);
National Policy on Inform

ation Technology developed and
National Policy on Inform

ation Technology developed and
Launched (2001);
Launched (2001);
Establishm

ent of National Inform
ation Technology

Establishm
ent of National Inform

ation Technology
Developm

ent Agency (NITDA).
Developm

ent Agency (NITDA).
National Space Research and Developm

ent Agency
National Space Research and Developm

ent Agency
(NARSDA) launched a program

 for the Nigerian Satellite
(NARSDA) launched a program

 for the Nigerian Satellite
System

.
System

.
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The Federal 
The Federal governm

ent
governm

ent has recognized the
 has recognized the

im
portance of IT as a m

ajor key to econom
ic

im
portance of IT as a m

ajor key to econom
ic

grow
th and sustainability.

grow
th and sustainability.

That culm
inated in a W

orkshop on the IT Policy
That culm

inated in a W
orkshop on the IT Policy

in Abuja in M
arch, 2000.

in Abuja in M
arch, 2000.

The w
orkshop brought together m

ajor IT
The w

orkshop brought together m
ajor IT

stakeholders like
stakeholders like

CO
AN

, IT Association of N
igeria, CPN

, all m
ajor stake holders

CO
AN

, IT Association of N
igeria, CPN

, all m
ajor stake holders

in the Public and the Private sector.
in the Public and the Private sector.

W
ith the collaboration of several com

m
ittees the IT

W
ith the collaboration of several com

m
ittees the IT

Policy w
as produced and w

as approved by the
Policy w

as produced and w
as approved by the

Federal Executive Council in M
arch, 2001.

Federal Executive Council in M
arch, 2001.

NITDA is the im
plem

entation body of the IT policy.
NITDA is the im

plem
entation body of the IT policy.
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h
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n

To m
ake Nigeria an IT capable country

To m
ake Nigeria an IT capable country

in Africa and a key player in the
in Africa and a key player in the
Inform

ation Society by the year 2005,
Inform

ation Society by the year 2005,
using IT as the engine for sustainable
using IT as the engine for sustainable
developm

ent and global
developm

ent and global
com

petitiveness.
com

petitiveness.
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The M
ission is to Use 

The M
ission is to Use “ “IT IT” ” for:

 for:
Education
Education
Creation of W

ealth
Creation of W

ealth
Poverty Eradication
Poverty Eradication
Job Creation
Job Creation
G

lobal Com
petitiveness

G
lobal Com

petitiveness
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adio tow
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R
adio tow

er

R
adio tow

er

R
adio tow

er

R
adio tow

er

S
atellite dish

Institutional 
Capacity
Building

H
um

an 
R
esource Capacity

Building

Infrastructure
Capacity
Building
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H
u

m
an

 C
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evelo

p
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t

Inadequate num
ber of trained IT personnel;

Inadequate num
ber of trained IT personnel;

Low
 requisite IT skills by m

ost of the w
orking

Low
 requisite IT skills by m

ost of the w
orking

population;
population;
Under-developm

ent of the IT industry;
Under-developm

ent of the IT industry;
The w

ealth of the nation depends m
uch on the

The w
ealth of the nation depends m

uch on the
natural resources than hum

an resources;
natural resources than hum

an resources;
Inadequate facilities for the developm

ent of IT
Inadequate facilities for the developm

ent of IT
m

anpow
er in the  nation

m
anpow

er in the  nation’ ’s educational
s educational

institutions;
institutions;
M

ass exodus of skilled IT professionals to the
M

ass exodus of skilled IT professionals to the
developed w

orld.
developed w

orld.
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H
u

m
an

 C
ap

acity D
evelo

p
m

en
t

M
aking the use of IT m

andatory at all levels of
M

aking the use of IT m
andatory at all levels of

educational institutions through adequate financial
educational institutions through adequate financial
provision for tools and resources
provision for tools and resources; ;
Establishing facilities for electronic distance
Establishing facilities for electronic distance
learning netw

orks and 
learning netw

orks and the ensuring 
the ensuring effective Internet

effective Internet
connectivity
connectivity; ;
Establishing study grants and scholarships to
Establishing study grants and scholarships to
deserving Nigerians
deserving Nigerians; ;
Em

pow
ering IT institutions and developm

ent centres
Em

pow
ering IT institutions and developm

ent centres
to develop IT capacities initially at zonal, state and
to develop IT capacities initially at zonal, state and
local levels
local levels; ;
Using 
Using ICTs

ICTs to convert brain-drain to brain-grain
 to convert brain-drain to brain-grain

(brain talent globalization).
(brain talent globalization).
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In

frastru
ctu

ral C
ap

acity D
evelo

p
m

en
t

Inadequate telecom
m

unication facilities;
Inadequate telecom

m
unication facilities;

Poor telecom
m

unication infrastructures;
Poor telecom

m
unication infrastructures;

Non-scalable state of existing
Non-scalable state of existing
infrastructures;
infrastructures;
Uncoordinated developm

ent in the
Uncoordinated developm

ent in the
telecom

m
unication sector;

telecom
m

unication sector;
 Lack of m

odern technologies like fibre
 Lack of m

odern technologies like fibre
optics, satellite and wireless technologies
optics, satellite and wireless technologies
in our existing telecom

m
unication

in our existing telecom
m

unication
infrastructure.
infrastructure.
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Declaring the establishm
ent of 

Declaring the establishm
ent of National Inform

ation
National Inform

ation
Infrastructure Backbone (NIIB)
Infrastructure Backbone (NIIB) as a fundam

ental national
 as a fundam

ental national
m

ission
m

ission; ;

Planning, designing and configuring a scalable (NIIB) to achieve
Planning, designing and configuring a scalable (NIIB) to achieve
a m

inim
um

 capacity of 2.5G
bps, using com

bination of optical
a m

inim
um

 capacity of 2.5G
bps, using com

bination of optical
fibres, satellite com

m
unications and w

ireless technology
fibres, satellite com

m
unications and w

ireless technology; ;

Involving through consultations, the IT Professionals, Experts,
Involving through consultations, the IT Professionals, Experts,
Universities and Research Centres, industries and business
Universities and Research Centres, industries and business
enterprises in the establishm

ent processes
enterprises in the establishm

ent processes; ;

Prom
oting high bandw

idth physical connectivity using
Prom

oting high bandw
idth physical connectivity using

broadband technologies as effective pipelines for large and
broadband technologies as effective pipelines for large and
m

ulti-m
edia applications.

m
ulti-m

edia applications.
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N
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n
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 In
frastru

ctu
re B

ackb
o

n
e (N

IIB
)

State Inform
ation

Infrastructure
Backbone (SIIB)
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A
cad

em
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s/R

esearch
 

A
cad

em
ic In

stitu
tio

n
s/R

esearch
 C

en
tres

C
en

tres

Category 
N

um
ber 

Enrolm
ent 

Graduate 
turn-out 

Universities 
46 

319,914
 

64,749 
Polytechnics 

46 
219,770

 
58,275 

College of Education 
 

61 
105,416

 
21,147 

Secondary Schools
 

6,596 
5,274,285

 
607,000

 
Prim

ary Schools 
41,480 

16,306,456
 

2,174,154
 

 

40 m
ajor research centres in Science and

Technology
20 m

ajor research centres in the Agricultural
Sector.
4 m

ajor research centres in the Energy Sector.

Additionally
Additionally
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 IT

M
ore than 90%

 of these academ
ic institutions in

M
ore than 90%

 of these academ
ic institutions in

Nigeria do not have Internet connectivity;
Nigeria do not have Internet connectivity;
About 3%

 m
anage w

ith unstable dial-up
About 3%

 m
anage w

ith unstable dial-up
connectivity using the NITEL lines;
connectivity using the NITEL lines;
Less than 2%

 have Internet bandw
idth of m

ore
Less than 2%

 have Internet bandw
idth of m

ore
than 64Kbps.
than 64Kbps.
Com

paratively
Com

paratively
O

ver 200 universities in the US have
O

ver 200 universities in the US have
45M

bps Internet Connectivity;
45M

bps Internet Connectivity;
85%

 of prim
ary schools have 1.5M

bps
85%

 of prim
ary schools have 1.5M

bps
Internet connectivity.
Internet connectivity.
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p
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In
stitu

tio
n

al C
ap

acity D
evelo

p
m

en
t

Em
pow

ering IT institutions and developm
ent centres

Em
pow

ering IT institutions and developm
ent centres

to develop IT capacities initially at 
to develop IT capacities initially at zonal

zonal, state and
, state and

local levels
local levels; ;
Facilitating the grow

th of private and public sector
Facilitating the grow

th of private and public sector
dedicated prim

ary
dedicated prim

ary, , secondary and tertiary IT
 secondary and tertiary IT

educational institutions
educational institutions; ;
To establish joint G

overnm
ent/Private sector

To establish joint G
overnm

ent/Private sector
institutional fram

ew
ork for developing Advisory

institutional fram
ew

ork for developing Advisory
Standards and quality control
Standards and quality control; ;
Restructuring the educational system

 at all levels w
ith

Restructuring the educational system
 at all levels w

ith
a view

 to developing relevant IT curricula for the
a view

 to developing relevant IT curricula for the
prim

ary, secondary and tertiary institutions 
prim

ary, secondary and tertiary institutions that
that

should
should respond effectively to the challenges 

 respond effectively to the challenges of the
of the

inform
ation age;

inform
ation age;

Allocation of IT developm
ent fund to education.

Allocation of IT developm
ent fund to education.
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NUNet
NUNet is being scaled up to 

 is being scaled up to EDUnet
EDUnet  – – to  to

provide connectivity to educational
provide connectivity to educational
institutions at all levels (
institutions at all levels (W

orldBank
W

orldBank financing
 financing

expected);
expected);
SchoolNet
SchoolNet Nigeria has joined the 

 Nigeria has joined the SchoolNet
SchoolNet

Africa initiative (funding by the Educational
Africa initiative (funding by the Educational
Task Force);
Task Force);
Virtual library project 
Virtual library project – – This w

ill initially
 This w

ill initially
involve eleven universities w

ith the provision
involve eleven universities w

ith the provision
of VSAT term

inals;
of VSAT term

inals;
Distance Education using the Satellite
Distance Education using the Satellite
technology is on the pipe-line.
technology is on the pipe-line.
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T
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o
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Re-engineering of Agriculture
Re-engineering of Agriculture
IT based Healthcare system

s
IT based Healthcare system

s
Transform

ation of G
overnance

Transform
ation of G

overnance
Urban and Rural Developm

ent
Urban and Rural Developm

ent
Trade and Com

m
erce

Trade and Com
m

erce
Fiscal M

easures, etc
Fiscal M

easures, etc
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A
griculture

A
griculture

A
griculture

Nigeria can use IT to re-engineer agriculture for the
Nigeria can use IT to re-engineer agriculture for the
purpose of
purpose of

M
axim

izing food production
Im

proving food self-sufficiency and security
Increasing output for industrial raw

 m
aterials utilization.

Providing em
ploym

ent etc.

Em
ploying IT in the re-engineering of the agricultural

Em
ploying IT in the re-engineering of the agricultural

sector include:
sector include:

Food Security
Introduction of technologies like biotechnology and genetic engineering
Aid in environm

ental m
onitoring and natural resource assessm

ent.
Agrovision w

hich involve the use of m
etrological inform

ation w
ith agro-

based statistical data to predict the best conditions for exploiting our rich
agricultural potential.
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T
rade and C

om
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erce
Input of IT

 to
Input of IT

 to

T
rade and C

om
m

erce
T

rade and C
om

m
erce

Benefits of E-com
m

erce
O

n-line shopping
M

arketing on the W
eb

O
n-line Advertising

G
lobal M

arket Place

Benefits of E-com
m

erce
Benefits of E-com

m
erce

O
n-line shopping

M
arketing on the W

eb
O

n-line Advertising
G

lobal M
arket Place

O
ld

 typ
e 

o
f 

T
rad

e an
d

 C
o

m
m

erce

O
ld

 typ
e 

O
ld

 typ
e 

o
f 

o
f 

T
rad

e an
d

 C
o

m
m

erce
T

rad
e an

d
 C

o
m

m
erce

E
lectro

n
ic C

o
m

m
erce

E
lectro

n
ic C

o
m

m
erce

• •E
-b

u
sin

ess
E

-b
u

sin
ess

• •E
-fin

an
cin

g
E

-fin
an

cin
g

• •E
-b

an
kin

g
  

E
-b

an
kin

g
  

Inform
ation T

echnology
Inform

ation T
echnology

Inform
ation T

echnology
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H
ow

 IT
 w

ill revolutionize
H

ow
 IT

 w
ill revolutionize

A
rts, C

ulture and T
ourism

A
rts, C

ulture and T
ourism

 NITDA w
ill encourage the follow

ing
 NITDA w

ill encourage the follow
ing

through relevant strategies
through relevant strategies: :

Establishing m
ore schools for the developm

ent of
Establishing m

ore schools for the developm
ent of

m
ultim

edia technology.
m

ultim
edia technology.

Providing Internet connectivity to m
ajor tourist areas w

ith
Providing Internet connectivity to m

ajor tourist areas w
ith

links to all popular search engines.
links to all popular search engines.
Creating W

ebsites to Project N
igerian Culture

Creating W
ebsites to Project N

igerian Culture
Providing facilities to sell N

igerian arts and cultural goods
Providing facilities to sell N

igerian arts and cultural goods
on the Internet
on the Internet
D

eveloping m
ulti-m

edia virtual gallery
D

eveloping m
ulti-m

edia virtual gallery
D

eveloping low
 cost broadcast, video and film

 industry
D

eveloping low
 cost broadcast, video and film

 industry
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The developm
ent of Inform

ation and
The developm

ent of Inform
ation and

Com
m

unication Technologies in Nigeria in the past
Com

m
unication Technologies in Nigeria in the past

had not been very encouraging due the nations
had not been very encouraging due the nations
long history of m

ilitary incursions in governm
ent;

long history of m
ilitary incursions in governm

ent;

Little w
as done in term

s of infrastructure, hum
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